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Stars, stripe and strawberries

Stockton packer salutes Old Glory

By Howard Lachoman
Warching 5an Joaquin Delta fireworks

on the Fourth of July, G.R. “Chip” Amett.

Jr., saw inspirarion in the heavens...

And the felds, too.

President of Stockton’s Mister Spear
Gourmet Produce, Mr. Amers freshly
shipped assortments of Cenrral Walley
fruits and vegerables are homegrown call-
ing cards to the rest of the nation. As “the
rockers’ red glare and bombs bursting in
air” illuminated the July evening over his
head, he envisioned the natonal banner,
Old Glory, in a totally new light.

"I thoughr it would be fun o design
an American flag out of Central Valley
fresh fruie,” he said.

The resule, just out on the marker, is
“FlagFruit.” It comes in a gift box deco-
rared with an American flag and edged
with American srars. Raise the lid and you
find a second Aag--composed of either 1.5
pounds of Bing cherries or 1.5 pounds of
strawberries, as the customer wishes,

Seven precise rows of brighe fruies al-
ternare wich six whire foam racks thar hald
them securely in place. In the upper left
corner, a half-pound of packed blueherries

present a solid field of blue to accenmare
the white stars on the lid of their conminer.

“FlagFruirs” debur is perfectly rimed
for Flag Day, Father’s Day, the Fourth of
July, and summer picnics and parries.

Mr. Arnerr likes the parriotic theme
and the eye-popping appeal of his cre-
arive Concept.

“You open the box and you can’t help
saying wow!” he said.

Priced ar $34.95, with a portion of
each sale marked ﬁi"r donation 1o the ULS,
Marine Corps Memorial Fund, FlagFruit
is 2 unique offering from Mister Spear.
The mail order company specializes in
providing hand-sored, cusrom-packed
fruits and veggies thar have proven popu-
lar alrernartives to Aowers and candy. The
company services major distributors such
as Harery 8 David, for whom it supplies
spring artichokes and asparagus as well as
wanter scrawberries, and s cliene list in-
cludes Martha Stewarr.

The son of Ray Arnerr, director of
the California Fish and Game Dcpar:u
et under Ronald Reagan and assistant
Secretary of the Interior during the Reagan
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