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-Instead of flowers,
just send bouquet
-of Delta asparagus

By ¥icky Boyd
Assiggant Editor
" When a woosn From Exa Galle, Fla., wanied 10
Feté friends in ncarby Melbourne receoly, she
“called Chip Arnets io mail arder = box of Dhedta
- esparagus.
Bivandts llke peculiar giff} Mot go, says Arncet,
- president of probably the nstion’s caly mail-eder
{ poufmet asparagus licm, Mister Spear, of
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and have relatives o the Midwest, its &
preat gift. They re stll shoveling smow
in Colorads and hera comes the axpress
carrics with a parcel of fresh California
ASPACAELS,

Arpett has agresments with several
Inrge Delte asparagues packers repre=-
aentingg stsoud 20, 000 pores. Grclers on
thi lines know what Blister Spear woants,
and ihey pall off ts lagges spenrs at the
heg.mn.mg. :

Arnett ships enly jambe, which by
California standards must be at least
1%/ 16-inch diameter, and colossal,
wiidch st be at least 1-inch diameter,

Ader being washed and bydrocooled,
the asparsgus is trucked to Arneii's
cking ration in Stocklon, where
ﬁ;km ;:LﬁI:Hme ends amd reimsgect it
far beodken of crooked spears. 'l'lu.'-]." then
pack it im specinlly designed shipping
boxes—inserting cosking instructions
and n recipe book—ior plokup the same
doy by expresa carrhers.

While meoat of che deliveries orrive the
nexl day, Arnstt punrontess cusiomers
will receive the asparagus within twao
days, *“The smocess of our company is
the produce is handled properky,””
Arnett 2a3d, “'Ic"s owt that day and the
peopls ace cating it in absolate priolg
comdition, IU"s puarantsed fragh.™"

The most popaler size is the 7
17 2-pound box, although Aroett alag

~ ghipa 3, 15 and 30-pound baxes. The 3-
pound box costs £22,.50 including
delivery, while the T 1/2-pound package
puns 540 delivered.

Asparagus

Locking at the prices, some moy ao-
cuse Arneit of profiteering, but he
defends §t, clting premiums paid to pack-
Inphonses for oversized esparagus, the
labor-intensive repacking and the coathy
overnight shippiog.

Yy customers are paying for the
wvery heat, and they don't care what it
costs, ' Amnett szid. **For the price of o
small flower arrangement, you can send
asparagus. "

‘Arnett also drop ships for several
other pourmet mall-order firms, mech as

+ Mlasion Drchards and Omabha Steaks

International. In the deal with Crmaha
Stenks, the beef company inchoded an in-
sert promoting Amett's a wiih
s catalog to the mofe than 2 million
Gustanbert an it mailing lise,

‘This typ= of arrangemeant has been in-
valuable for Mister Spear,. which doos
very litile advertising except for a direct
mailer sent befors the start of the spring
season. Like many other mail-order
frms, Mister Spear aleo has a toll-free
telephons Line, but Asnett sadd they had
to weait acveral yeare to obiain the
oumbery that spell 1-800-MESPEAF.

- The aspiragus company, which now
bixasis a spring Mier mailing of mope than
25,000 and is incorporated, started ouf

aboul 15 years age when A conple-of

aeparn s Frowers wene inylng 1o figure
out’ what to do with the jumbo and col-
ossal spears that most grocers Wod ™

buy
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The oversized spears eome [rom
young 3= to G-year-old pians, becarss
only a healthy, vigorous plant can pro-
diuce a spear that thick. Thinner Spre-are
come from older plonts that may have
teen overworked or wersa't dormant
enogh dicing the winter o recover.

About 85 percent of the Delta produc-
tion, howewver, falls into standard or
large size classes, which grocers prefie
becauss they are assured o lorgs, stepdy

mupply.

“Only a small percentage was fumbor,
bat it wasn't a big eoough percentages to
Teature it in any rednil chain stores. So it
became & headeche and frustration
because we knew, as growers, the big
wtuff was really the besd, ' Arnefteald, -

Muony consumers, however, avoid
thick asparagus because tyey"ve had bad
cxperignces with tough, wosly spears in
the past, Arnett blamed thag on improper
care by procers znd packers,

I agparags fales one h:-'d'hru werks

. from a ranch 0 a chain store, it stands (o
{Peascd A eeftain amount of debpdration

takes place, ' Amett sald, ““You can't
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To prevent dehydration during the
ahoft twipy, Aroett said bister Spear likes |
o Ecep a 172-inch shipping seal on il
end of the spear. When customers
apears, instructiongtell tsim fo cut about
& half-inch off the end.



